
Exacting the Location of the 

Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

 

The Spanish galleon Nuestra Señora de la Concepción aka Cacafuego 
Captured by Sir Francis Drake aboard The Golden Hind, 1579. 

 

Kirk Clark 

2022 



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

1 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

 

 

It is not that life ashore is distasteful to me. But life at sea is better. 

- Sir Francis Drake, Sea Captain 

 

Until you have the courage to lose sight of the shore, you will not know the terror of being 

forever lost at sea. 

- Charles Cook 

 

The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist expects it to change; the realist adjusts 

the sails. 

- William Arthur Ward 
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1.0  INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND 

Having recently completed a rationalization for the location of the Corazón de Jesús y Santa Bárbara, 

lost after the hurricane of early September 1766, and reported to be near Galveston or Bolivar, I now 

proceed with bringing forward the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s Each Beach.  Investigations were 

initiated in 2011, but progress was stymied until discovery of exacting information.  This exacting 

information was in the form of a rare map, rolled up in a box in the Galveston County Engineer’s office.  

The writer had developed a relationship of support with Mike Fitzgerald, County Engineer at the time, 

pursuing much in the files of his office archives as necessary.  One day Mike noted that I might be 

interested in a few old maps that survived Ike; Ike had destroyed much of what was stored in the 

archives.   

This particular map was by W. C. Willits, Civil Engineer, who produced the island long map with 

“Sanborn type” precision, extremely rare in its existence, made of heavy paper, rolled with no band or 

restriction, the map tearing and cracking in places.  Taking multiple photos of various sections, these I 

studied later in detail, with Willits capturing much in lost history of Galveston.  I was also quite 

astonished to note that Willits had included a careful survey of the shoreline, noting low and high tides, 

and therein, as luck would have it, capturing precisely the location of the ship remnants in 1891 when it 

was exposed briefly for the last time. 

 

Willits 1891 Map Title Section 

Now you might think this exacting information is some small matter, and you would be wrong.  Articles 

of the day noted the hull to be near 17th street, sometimes 18th, and at other times 20th.  The problem 

was that few braved or wanted to live close to the “tides” and thus certainly the threat of storms, the 
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streets faded out into the sand as it approached the beach several blocks away, therefore no local 

datum or reference. 

All one has to do is review the section of the 1885 Birds Eye View map below, and it is quite clear what 

the problem was, and if you think the streets were outlined as noted, they were not. 

1885 Section of 1885 Galvestons Bird Eye View Map 

 

 

Therefore, a Civil Engineer’s basis s critical, especially including the survey of high and low tides, and 

who was there at the location in 1891.  

Engaged in many other Galveston County and local area historical pursuits, the particular interest in this 

shipwreck over others was its apparent ancient nature.  General descriptions and comments made at 

the time by several older mariners was that this ship was of a class of architecture long forgotten, others 

believed certainly over 200 years old, and this recorded in the 1880’s. 

The vessel had a beam (width) of 30 feet with ribs 20 inches thick, including a huge bowsprit which was 

fitted in between two massive pieces of oak (proper terminology-brits), a large spike driven through the 

whole, unlike modern construction of the times. The common feeling was of a very heavy and bulky 

vessel, and that the old vessel in its day was evidently a “tough”, the appearance of strength and solidity 

not often met with in craft of much more modern construction. 
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This then set in motion the need by this writer to investigate beach at very low tides, and preferably 

aided by a strong northern front during the winter conditions, to overlay with various other maps and 

plats the location of the ancient vessel remnants as recorded by Willits, including abstracting properties, 

and locating on modern aerials. 

One might think that abstracting properties was a “misguided” waste of time, and again, you would be 

incorrect.  On Galveston Island, in the city plat proper, hence the first plats via Groesbeck in 1838, 

private ownership of land in the plat, whether dry or under water, is still valid to current times.  This 

means even land under water outside the seawall, which was subdivided generally as Outlots, hence 

large lot subdivisions, could be owned by individuals and entities, and in general applies to all bayous 

and lakes on the island as well.  The Trimble and Lindsey island surveys of 1837 manifested the island lot 

subdivisions. 
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2.0  THE GALVESTON NEWS REPORTING-1886-1891 

The first reporting of the ancient wreck occurred just after the June 1886 hurricane, reported sightings 

and initial brief articles appeared June 30, and continued until July 5th.  

By July 5, 1886 speculation was rampant.  From the NEWS, “One gentleman said that before the war an 
old battery was located at or near this spot when the beach extended fully a quarter mile further than it 
does now.  He said he noticed at how peculiar the timbers were put together, and thought that if it was a 
ship it certainly was of a class of architecture long forgotten.” 

Individuals, seeking an opportunity, fenced the wreck in and began digging out the sand.  

On July 18th, GDN sent a News reporter to the site, who observed with detail the following: 

 At present three feet of sand had been dug away from her sides, revealing her gigantic timbers, 
old and blackened. 

 What was supposed to be her stern when first seen has resulted in being one side of the bow, 
which lies pointing directly northwest. 

 A large portion of the forward part of the wreck has been laid bare, revealing her gunwales 
extending back for a distance of 15 feet or more, and showing the huge bowsprit, which unlike 
those on crafts of modern construction, is fitted in between two massive pieces of oak, a large 
spike driven through the whole.  On crafts of present day, the bowsprit is secured with heavy 
hoops. 

 From the thickness of the bowsprit it is supposed this part of the wreck was fully twenty feet 

  So far the beam measures 30 feet across, which is thought to be her maximum width across. 

 It appears from the depression of the bow in the sand that when sinking the forward part 
plunged deeper than the after part or stern, and thus has remained imbedded 

 The total thickness of the ribs composing her sides were measured, and found to be 20 inches, 
that is, with several layers of solid oak-all laid crosswise. 

 From what can already be seen of the style and quality of her timbers, she must have been a 
phenomenally heavy and bulky vessel. 

 Certain it is however, that the boat, of whatever make or caliber, is several centuries old, and 
more recent developments assist to materially carry out this theory. 

 It is estimated that 10 feet of solid sand covers her entire length 

On July 23rd, the following was recorded: 

The old wreck on east beach is slowly succumbing to the effects of spade and shovel, and is now pretty 

well defined, about three feet entire of the hull being visible. 

The digging parties yesterday while at work discovered the hilt of an old sword topped with heavy brass, 

and an old fashioned muzzle loading pistol, with the remnants of a charge in the barrel.  While sword hilt 

bears the impress of rather ancient times, the pistol is of a later date, having the regular tube for a 

percussion cap. It is thought that the pistol could have been lost subsequent to the wreck of the vessel. 
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Six months later in 1887, on Feb. 2, GDN reported that the old wreck on east beach which excited so 

much curiosity last summer, and which was completely covered with sand during the last great storm, 

has thrust a small portion of its timbers above the earth again. 

On Sept. 27 it was reported that the strong high tide had washed away the beach some 18 inches to 2 

feet, and the wreck’s hull for 2 feet was completely visible  

On May 15, 1891, the Galveston Daily News reported the final incident of an old and ancient wreck 

which had surfaced and then disappeared in 1886, 1887, and resurfaced in 1891.  The erosion of 

Tremont street eastward which had been continuous for several years, had laid bare the hull of ship 

near 18th street.   

Years ago, it was noted, the craft remains were at least 100 yards inland and completely covered, now 

the wreck was out in the waters of the gulf, with a portion of its oaken ribs and planking visible above 

ordinary tide.  The old vessel in its day was evidently a “tough”, the appearance of strength and solidity 

not often met with in craft of much more modern construction. 

Discussion 

This is obviously a heavy made and larger ship, era and nationality unknown, certainly the attachment of 

the bowsprit may provide experts some guidance in resolving.  With a beam (width) measured of 30 

feet, and possibly even as much as 34 feet at full beam mid ship, with an estimated length (based on 

3.1:1 to 3.7:1, based on an assay of 16th century ships, including warships) of 90 to 120 feet, some 

comparisons are due. 

Some notable ship sizes, length, width (beam), tonnage: 

 The Christopher Columbus ship Santa Maria (1460) had a displacement of 150 tons, length 62 

feet, and beam of only 18 feet 

 The HMS Revenge (1577) was an English race-built galleon of 140 foot length with a 32 foot 

beam 

 The (1733) Fleet The Spanish Treasure Ship El Lerri of the 1733 fleet , was a 100 foot long, 486 

ton merchant ship with a 30 foot beam 

 The HMS Bounty (1787) was 91 foot in length with a beam of 24.5 feet 
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The Bowsprit Connection (See also Addendum - Bowsprit) 

To enlighten this aspect, a section of the HMS Revenge (1577) is shown below, emphasizing the 

Bowsprit as it passes through the larger oaken structure on either side. 

Bowsprit connection

 

 

HMS Revenge (1577)  
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3.0  EXACTING THE LOCATION OF THE ANCIENT SHIPWRECK 

The map sections below are from W. C. Willits 1891 survey of Galveston City and Island, truly unique and 

rare in its existence, which close in, in stages, on the precise location.   Brown colored lines have been 

drawn in to clarify further the location based on the existing city Outlot plat.  The bow end of the ship, 

pointing northwest, is located clearly on the southeast corner of the northwest quad of Outlot 96, the 

remnants near Mean Low Tide. 

 

 

Area section of Willits 1891 Map showing the old wreck location on Outlot 96. 
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Enlarged Sections of the 1891 Map Showing the exacting location of the Old Wreck 
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Exacting the Location per Recent  Aerials 

The location, due to the 1900’s storm and loss of shoreline inward, now resides external to the seawall, 

the location in distances and GPS coordinates shown below: 
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Aerial showing approximate wreck location with GPS and reference distances 
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Location based upon Galveston County Appraisal District Plat 
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Section Showing Local Galveston City Limits 

 



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

15 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

4.0 FIELD INVESTIGATIONS 2012-2014 

This writer monitored beach webcams in the area in attempt to “catch a stiff norther”, hence a long 

period of northerly high winds which would blow the tide southward, thus to have a cleared sand area 

to inspect and measure.  Photographs were taken each field trip, dates are as noted: 

-December 11, 14, & 20th, 2012 

-February 26, 2013 

-January 2, 2014 

It was not until January 2014 that the cold northern winds blew (which exceeded 40MPH) for such 

length that the gulf tide was pushed back to the southern end of the groin, in excess of 500 feet from 

the seawall. 

Inspection during each site visit revealed no particular interesting material protruding above the sand 

grade, until January 2nd, 2014.  

 

 

Old wooden beam or post, app. 6” X 6” noted Jan. 2, 2014. 
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Protrusion of wood post remnants does not appear to be coincidental to shipwreck area 
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T handle probe and “datum” marker pole for 2-26-2013 1 – 1.5ft depth @ 6”probing of shipwreck 

remnants, none were found 

 

 

Plat showing probing line 
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January 2nd, 2014  11:38 AM 

Showing tide pushed back to the end of the groin from the strong norther 

 

 

Life preserver station on groin @ app. 140 ft perpendicular distance from wreck 
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Photo shows remnants of old groin in 2012 

 

 

Old groin shown in the distance in 2014, with all the friends the writer could handle 

Continuing…the intent was to survey the groin and sand elevations thus establishing a benchmark 

drawing, however in visiting the groin shown in the distance, when stepping off, and in which the 

previous two visits the eddy pool was only 12 inches deep; upon “sudden discovery”, the eddy pool had 

been scalloped to app. 3.5 feet deep, and with the water temp app 50 deg F and a northern blowing 

40MPH at 45 Deg F., we called it “quits”, and went home without the survey completed. Sad indeed.  
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Seaward area photo taken in 2012 from the edge of the seawall during December norther 

 

 

The seawall access steps to the groin 
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5.0 RECAPITULATION OF THE CRITICAL ELEMENTS FOR THE ANCIENT WRECK (with comments) 

(Numbered for tracking and clarity) 

[1] Three feet of sand was excavated from the beach in July 1886, revealing the wrecks gigantic timbers, old 
and blackened. 

[2] What was supposed to be her stern when first seen has resulted in being one side of the bow, which lay 
pointing directly northwest. 

[3] A large portion of the forward part of the wreck had been laid bare, revealing her gunwales extending back 
for a distance of 15 feet or more, and showing the huge bowsprit. 

[4] The bowsprit, which unlike those on crafts of modern construction, is fitted in between two massive pieces 
of oak, a large spike driven through the whole.  On crafts of present day, the bowsprit is secured with heavy 
hoops. (the corrosion of the joining iron may have prevented the identification possibly of a large bolt-See 
Addendum Bowsprit)  

[5] From the thickness of the bowsprit it is supposed this part of the wreck was a fully twenty feet 

[6] So far the beam measures 30 feet across, which is thought to be her maximum width across. (My 
comment, with the minimum of the bow section excavated, this is not expected to maximum beam) (Estimates 
of the total ship length could be in the 3.1:1 to 3.7:1 ratio[16

th
 century], thus 90-120 feet) 

[7] It appears from the depression of the bow in the sand that when sinking the forward part plunged deeper 
than the after part or stern, and thus has remained imbedded 

[8] The total thickness of the ribs composing her sides were measured, and found to be 20 inches, that is, with 
several layers of solid oak-all laid crosswise. 

[9] From what can already be seen of the style and quality of her timbers, she must have been a phenomenally 
heavy and bulky vessel. 

[10] Certain it is however, that the boat, of whatever make or caliber, is several centuries old, and more recent 
developments assist to materially carry out this theory. 

[11] It is estimated that 10 feet of solid sand covers her entire length. (My comment this is purely speculative, 

the depth of the hull could be much deeper based on beam measurement) 

[12] Years ago, it was noted, the craft remains were at least 100 yards inland and completely covered, now the 

wreck was out in the waters of the gulf, with a portion of its oaken ribs and planking visible above ordinary 

tide. (Willits high and low tide lines were overlayed on the 1867 Galveston Plat, in which the shoreline and 

beach lines also appear to be th same for the 1847 Sandusky and 1838 Groesbeck Plats, and from this location, 

the wreck is app. 60 yards from the 1891 low water line, but this only relevant to a limited degree) 

[13] On Sept. 27, 1887 it was reported that the strong high tide had washed away the beach some 18 inches to 

2 feet, and the wreck’s hull for 2 feet was completely visible.  

[14] “One gentleman said that before the war an old battery was located at or near this spot when the beach 

extended fully a quarter mile further than it does now.  He said he noticed at how peculiar the timbers were 

put together, and thought that if it was a ship it certainly was of a class of architecture long forgotten.” 

[15] (July 1886) The digging parties yesterday while at work discovered the hilt of an old sword topped with 

heavy brass, and an old fashioned muzzle loading pistol, with the remnants of a charge in the barrel.  While 

sword hilt bears the impress of rather ancient times, the pistol is of a later date, having the regular tube for a 

percussion cap. It is thought that the pistol could have been lost subsequent to the wreck of the vessel. 
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6.0 THE HURRICANE OF 1900 AND ITS POSSIBLE EFFECTS 

The question then, to be brought forward, is in regards to the remnants of the ship, which shall be 

termed “hulk” meaning the bow end pointing downward and to the northwest, hence the hulks current 

location, depth, status, etc. 

On September 20, 1902, the Commissioners Court of Galveston County ordered that the engineer in 

charge of seawall construction be authorized to prepare a true and correct copy of the seawall site, the 

section below is from Sheet No. 2 of the drawing set for the area of concern, and which shows the 

shoreline (MHT)  in 1902. George W. Boschke, County Engineer, signed the completed drawings on 

September 23, 1902. (For 1900 Storm Destruction Maps-See Addendum Section) 

 

1902 Shoreline

 

Partial Plan Section showing Seawall ROW and 1902 Mean High Tide Shoreline 
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Example of Seawall Section Under Construction 

 

The seawall was constructed in phases from 1903-1961 per illustrated drawing below: 
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The seawall sections between 10th and 53rd street was located so that there was an appreciable beach, 

up to 300 feet wide in places.  The storm of 1915 washed away practically all of this beach.  Some of the 

materials were returned to the beach within a short period, however, several succeeding cycles of 

erosion and accretion resulted, in 1934, in lowering the beach and in recession of the shoreline until it 

generally coincided with the toe of the riprap along the seawall.  There was danger that further loss of 

sand from in front of the seawall  

A cooperative beach erosion survey, made in 1934 by the Beach Erosion Board, Corps of Engineers, 

concluded that the seawall could best be protected and a beach for recreation be provided by the 

construction of a system of groins from 12th street to 61st street.  The Board further concluded that a 

groin system might not be filled by natural action and that artificial replenishment of the beach 

materials might be necessary. Construction of the proposed groin system was authorized by Congress in 

1935, and a system of 13 groins each 500 feet long and 1500 feet apart was constructed from 1936 to 

1959. Below is a section of the plat in the area of interest from the Galveston County Engineers office, 

completed in December 1935 by County Engineer C. C. Washington. 

 

 

Groin ROW between 16th and 17th Streets showing 1935 and 1902 shorelines 
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The key question is, how far did the shoreline recede as the result of the 1900 hurricane?  Using Willits 

map of 1891, which marked low and high tide lines, the Mean High Tide line in the area of concern 

receded only 50-80 feet, as noted below. However, this was the 1902 MHT line, which was the 

accumulated settle out from the September 1900 storm, this included some natural accretion. 

The question then includes the depth of the scouring action from the hurricane by driver currents 

parallel to the shoreline, and the original shoreline loss just after the hurricanes wind driven tidal 

changes. 

 

1
8
0
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Willits 1891 MHT & MLT Overlay on the 1935 ROW Drawing 
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1970 Groin Rehabilitation 

The timber piling in the groins from the 1930’s gradually deteriorated under attack by marine borers and 

the steel piling succumbed to oxidation combined with the corrosive action of sea water and sand 

abrasion, until the structures were no longer functional and rehabilitation became necessary.  The 

rehabilitation consisted of replacing the wood and steel sheetpile groins with rubble mound groins and 

reconfiguring the groinfield.  This rehabilitation was accomplished from 1968 to 1970.  See partial 

engineering drawing from 1968 and aerial photo taken May of 1969 during rehabilitation process below. 

 

 

March 1968 Rehabilitation of Galveston Groins Plan 
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May 1968 US Govt Aerial Photo showing one groin rehabilitation complete 
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The Question on the Table 

The above profile template cross section of a Galveston beach shows grade or slope changes app. 1 ft 

above mean low tide. (U.S. Army Engineer District, Galveston  1992).  The graph reflects a 1:30 grade of 

beach above 1 ft MLT, and a 1/50 ft grade below 1ft MLT. Thus if tidal differential between low and hide 

tides are 2 feet, the average slope then is 1:40, or a tidal boundary separation of 80 feet.   

Willits 1891 tidal differential distance approximates 180 ft, which either implies a greater tidal elevation 

differential between low and high tide, or a different grade or slope of beach. 

Still the question on the table to be addressed after the 1900 hurricane, “Where is the hull of the ship?” 

There are three prominent possibilities: 

1) The hurricane tidal currents scoured the sand so deeply that the hull was pulled free of its deep burial 

in the sand, where it had rested and endured for 200-250 years (15th century to early 16th century), and 

through all hurricanes,  gales, and northers including tidal beach erosion for several centuries 

2) The tidal currents and forces removed upper level gunwales and walls of the ship of exposure 

3) The ship was driven deeper into the sand as the bow was down and the sand eroded around the ship 
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A comment made by an local resident in the 1880’s  was at one time the wreck was a hundred yards 

inland or so from the waterline is not lost on the writer. This was assessed from  the Willits 1891 

surveyed location and overlayed this onto 1838 Groesbeck original Galveston City survey, noted below. 

The MLT differential based on the two plats is only 120 ft, hence 40 yards. 

 

1891 Willits Beach Overlayed onto 1838 Groesbeck Galveston City Plat 

 

There is no guarantee that some accretion may have occurred in the 50 period between 1838 and the 

late 1880’s, visual observation at the time matters. 

Using IKE’s effects at GISP to assess beach erosion loss, impacts, and recovery timing from a similar 

sized hurricane. 

IKE’s erosion, deep scouring impacts, and recovery are difficult to ascertain in this area because of the 

groins design, hence mitigating factors.  (See below). Therefore, the section of beach at Galveston Island 

State Park (GISP) will be used as a study benchmark. 
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Impacts of IKE at GISP Beach 

(Note aerials from the pages below) 

Hurricane Ike made landfall on the upper Texas coast on September 13 at 2:10 am CTD  
as a very intense Category 2 (Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale) with winds of 110 mph and a central 
pressure of 952 mbar. According to a National Hurricane Center (NHC) advisory, at 2:00am CTD, the 
hurricane winds extended 275miles across the storm path and 120 miles along its path (FIGURE 4). At its 
peak, on September 5, Ike was a Category 4 hurricane with maximum sustained winds of 145 
mph and a pressure of 935 mbar, making it the most intense storm in the 2008 Atlantic Hurricane 
season. 
The storm surge from Hurricane Ike rose to approximately 12 ft over the course of approximately 33 
hours prior to making landfall (FIGURE 5), with winds primarily out of the south. The storm surge rose 
from both the bay and Gulf sides of the island. 
 
Although heavily pounded by waves, the storm surge never reached above the seawall. For the 
over 10 hours prior to the storms landfall, the storm surge was higher than 12 ft and winds were 
in excess of 20 m/s (40 mph). As the eye of the storm passed, the wind velocity dropped from 
over 40 m/s to 2 m/s and rotated 180 DEG so that it was out of the north. The passage of the backside 
of the eyewall explosively hit with gusts as high as 40 m/s for nearly 4 hours and maintained 
gusts in excess of 25 m/s for an additional 8 hours. The bayside of the island is far 
less protected than the Gulf side of Galveston Island. There are extensive older water front 
neighborhoods with bulkheaded canals and a few with natural wetland interfaces. The explosive 
surge of the backside of the storm resulted in entire bay front neighborhoods and business being 
completely destroyed. In addition, the storm surge ripped through much of the interior of 
Galveston Island from the bayside to the Gulf side. 

During the week prior to Hurricane Ike Robert Webster, a technician affiliated with the TAMUG 
Coastal Geology Laboratory and TAMUG conducted a series of quick beach profiles along the 
beaches to the west of the Seawall to document the conditions of the beach immediately prior being hit 
by Hurricane Ike. He was able to return to Galveston the week immediate after Hurricane Ike and he 
resurveyed the same profiles. Figure (11) shows a summary of the data he collected, showing the 
horizontal retreat of the profiles as well as the average vertical difference (Unpublished data courtesy of 
Robert Webster). As the figure shows, in the eastern half of his study area, there was initially a 174 ft (53 

m) retreat of the beach, with up to 5.5 ft (1.7 m) vertical change. Galveston Island State Park (GISP) 
survey indicated a horizontal loss of 95 feet and a vertical loss of 2.9 feet. 

Google Earth Imagery 

From Google Earth, imagery taken on 9/13 showed the post impacts to GISP. Note that while the beach 
shows a loss inward, the breaking waves local to the new temporary shoreline do not indicate deep 
scouring, hence a shallow loss of sand only.  Four months later in January 2009 the beach had begun to 
be re-established. Within 3 years in Nov. 2011 a new vegetation line established showing some 300 feet 
of beach. By 2014, the now established dunes have supported new vegetation growth, which by 2018 
established a new vegetation line that has moved seaward, this line 40 feet further seaward than the 
pre-Ike vegetation line.  The beach appears to be sloped with an increased grade thus narrower than the 
original beach, but not far from the original waterline. (For GISP Post IKE photos, see addendum)  
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7.0  IN CLOSING 

What conclusions can be reached from the information so far presented in terms of the current 

existence, location, size, condition, and depth of the hull as reported in the 1886-1891 period is unclear.   

The bowsprit design in terms of connection to the massive oak members may offer a defining clue as to 

nation and era.   

However, if the ancient wreck is some 200 years old, then this may assumed to be 16th century or 

possibly  early 17th century, thus the highest probability will from a storm blown ship is during the 

annual Flota de Nueva España, also referred to as the Spanish Treasure Fleet, hence a roundtrip flotilla 

from Spain to Vera Cruz by way of Havana.  Storms, hurricanes and northers affected these annual 

ventures considerably; the 1554 Padre Island shipwrecks are an example. (For additional, see Addendum 

Flota de Nueva España) 

In terms of the means for detection, a magnetometer survey may indicate enough magnetic mass if 

anchors and/or cannons are localized with the wreck. However, if the iron available is only in the form of 

bolts, spikes and other types of binding iron, the magnetometer detection may be minimal, and metal 

debris from hurricanes might also skew detection results.  This survey, based upon current sand levels, 

could be conducted at minimal cost through hand carry magnetometer detection, with a grid of 150 X 

150 feet. (See proposed area plat below) 

This writer hand probed to 1 ft depth range in 2013, unfortunately not bearing and rationalizing the 

degree of sand management utilized, hence beach fill, with replenishment volume and new elevations 

established.  A deeper probe would have been more apt. Certainly, the exposed beach to the end of the 

groin in 2014 due to the stiff norther did not appear to be a 1:50 grade, unfortunately the “cold dip” in 

the water prevented from surveying the groin and beach elevations with rod and transit.  This said, hand 

probing in cross sections to the exacted location of the hull to 5 ft might prove opportunistic, this based 

on magnetometer survey results. 

What real value the search and possible recovery has to the rights of history, to society, for the greater 

good, for Galveston County in particular, or the State of Texas, remains for others to decide. 

The question of how a large heavy ship of ancient times became deeply embedded in the sand bar of 

Galveston Island is a key question,  and how this was manifested much further inward is also perplexing. 

A mystery certainly, and one that merits careful due consideration. 

 

Kirk Clark 

May 6, 2022 

 

 



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

38 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

 

(From an enlarged plat) 
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ADDENDUM – BOWSPRIT 

FROM THE ILLUSTRATED GLOSSARY OF SHIP AND BOAT TERMS 
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GLOSSARY ILLUSTRATIONS 

G-3 BOW SECTION CUTAWAY 

 

G-15E&F BOWSPRIT END  

 

13H FORELOCK BOLT 
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THE STRUCTURES OF ENGLISH WOODEN SHIPS: 

WILLIAM SUTHERLAND'S SHIP, CIRCA 1710 

(Note reference to the new feature of laying the bowsprit on top of the stemheads rather than alongside which 

occurred a generation previous) 
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ADDENDUM -  FLOTA DE NUEVA ESPAÑA 

The Annual Spain to New Spain (Vera Cruz) Flotilla 

To understand the annual “flota phenomenon” regarding the Spain to Vera Cruz round trip, an 
international newspaper in April of 1780 (thus the times), included this article: 
 

The Description of La Vera Cruz, against which an Expedition is gone from the West Indies 

La Vera Cruz is a Spanish settlement, situated on the Gulph of Mexico, from whence the 

Spaniards carry on their traffic from South America to Europe, and has at the back of it Acapulco 

on the Southern Ocean.  It is from these two parts all the (South) American commerce is carried 

on by Spain to the whole world.  The Cadiz (Spain) fleet, called the flota, which generally consists 

of fifteen large merchant ships, with a convoy of three or four men of war, generally arrives here 

(Vera Cruz) every year about the latter of November, seldom later. Their commodities are the 

manufacture of Europe: the Spaniard send out wine and oil; the commercial nations furnish the 

rest of their cargos. These goods are here landed and disposed of to the merchants, and the fleet 

then takes fresh cargo of plate, and other valuable commodities, for Europe: their general time 

of departure is about April.  From Vera Cruz they come to Havannah (sic), where the galleons 

from Carthagena and Panama generally meet them, and when the ships are provided with a 

proper convoy, to which additions are generally made at the Havannah, they take their final 

departure for Spain.  The busy time at la Vera Cruz is from Christmas to the month of April, at 

which time the place is often the richest in the world.   

About January they have a fair, which lasts a month, when the merchants and others traffic 

(South) American gold, silver dust, precious stones, etc. for the more useful articles from Europe. 

This port is commodious for shipping, and will hold 100 sail of vessels, or more commodiously; it 

lies 18.30 north, long. 97.48 West.  The climate is reckoned healthy: they have little or no 

communication with any other place but Mexico (City), Acapulco, and Cadiz: from one the gold is 

to be shipped for Europe, and from Acapulco the India goods come.   

 

For Gulf of Mexico Flota Routes, 1700’s See Maps Sections below. 
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The Gulf of Mexico Galleon Route 

Mattheus Seutter (1730)  and Henry Poppel (1735) created cartographic maps of North America 

including the Gulf of Mexico region, both which showed the Galleon route from Vera Cruz to Havana.   

 

 
 

Map of the region of Mexico and Florida, and the adjoining lands as well as the Forward Islands of America, and the course and 

return of the sail on the Mississippi River and other Colonies

Mappa geographica regionem Mexicanam et Floridam, Terrasque adjacentes ut et Anteriores Americae Insulas, Curfus itidem et 

Reditus Navigantuim verfus flumen Missisipi et alias Colonies ob oculos ponens cura et fumptibus

Matheus Seutter  1730
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From A Map of the BRITISH EMPIRE in AMERICA with the FRENCH and SPANISH SETTLEMENTS Adjacent Thereto  

Henry Popple  1733. 
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ADDENDUM - GALVESTON DAILY NEWS ARTICLES 

  



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

46 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

 

 

  



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

47 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

 

  



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

48 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

 

  



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

49 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

 

 

  



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

50 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

ADDENDUM-1900 STORM DESTRUCTION MAPS 

1900 Storm Destruction Map

Isaac Cline, Weather Forecaster
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1900 Storm Destruction Map

Galveston Daily News

 

  



Exacting the Location of the Ancient Wreck on Galveston’s East Beach 

 

52 
© 2022 – Kirk Clark – The History Investigator 

ADDENDUM – GISP VISITORS CENTER-POST IKE PHOTOS 
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ADDENDUM-GALVESTON EAST END MILITARY HISTORY 

 

By the writer, published 2014, Galveston Daily News 
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